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The philosopher Plato said, “Music gives soul to the universe, wings to the mind, flight to the imagination, and life to everything.” My teaching philosophy begins with showing students that learning to play a musical instrument is something that they will be able to enjoy for their entire life. Making music is an amazing way to awaken the imagination and to be an outlet for self-expression.
During our lessons, I provide my students with a firm foundation of musical knowledge, while simultaneously teaching the techniques of playing the piano. I am also very passionate about encouraging my students to play with feeling and to make their music more expressive.
This combination of musical knowledge and creative, expressive playing will, as Plato said, give “flight to the imagination, and life to everything.” -  Life to both my students and to their music.


There are three key questions to answer before lessons begin. Please take time to answer these initial questions along with reviewing my instruction policies with your spouse AND your child.
1. Does your child want to learn to play the piano?
2. Are you, as the parent, willing to follow through with the enforcement of regular practice? I’m only with your child for 30 minutes a week at our lesson; where I guide the student in the learning process; the real work is done in the bulk of the time I am NOT there! Therefore, it is essential the practice be made a priority. Your child can’t learn and advance if the only time they are in front of the piano is at our 30-minute lesson.
3. Are you willing to encourage your child to complete the lessons, as assigned?
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Instruction Policies

TUITION: Tuition is $30.00 per thirty-minute lesson and $40.00 per forty-minute lesson. Payments are to be made monthly, at the first lesson of the month. If payment is not made as stated, an envelope will be provided for you to promptly mail the tuition to the instructor. Tuition is the same for both in-person and virtual instruction. Tuition is also subject to a yearly rate increase.
LESSON SCHEDULE: Ideally, lessons are held on a weekly basis all year long. To avoid a regression in skill during the summer months, at least a bi-weekly lesson is acceptable for student advancement and skill retention. But, once again, weekly lessons (minus some vacation time) are ideal. 
STUDIO RETAINER FEE: There is a ONE TIME - $50.00 per student ($75.00 for two students) fee will be collected and held as a retainer which will assure your spot in my schedule. This fee will be held until such time when lessons discontinue. Please refer to my discontinuation policy. If the policy is followed correctly, the fee will be credited to your final weeks. If not, the fee is non-refundable.
DISCONTINUING LESSONS: Everyone’s musical journey includes change – if piano lessons are not the right fit for you and/or your child or for any other reasons you may wish to discontinue, an appropriate TWO-WEEK notice is required. I will not take your decision personally as I want what is best for my students. This policy allows me the courtesy of time to fill your lesson slot and finish lessons on a positive note with the student. There will be no refunds if you choose not to follow the termination policy.

MISSED LESSONS: 24-hour notice is required when a student is going to miss a lesson regardless of instructional format. The lesson fee will be credited from the following month when proper notification occurs. Lessons cancelled without appropriate notification will be charged as a regular lesson. Knowing that emergencies arise, please give as much cancellation notice as possible and that will be credited. If excessive cancellations develop, this will not only hinder the teaching process, but also the students learning process. Therefore, the instructor reserves the right to discontinue instruction. 
If three or more lessons are missed in a row, the instructor may ask the parents (per number 2 above) to confirm that the student has practiced the material assigned at the last lesson before instruction resumes. This will make the lesson time more productive for your child. 
Lessons cancelled by the instructor will be made up, when feasible, at the first opportunity.
TRANSFER STUDENTS: If your child would be a transfer student, please know that every teacher is different in both teaching style and course materials used. It does take some time for your child and the instructor to “speak” the same language, and for them to understand what is expected. If there has been a large break in lessons, such as a summer off, it will likely take up to 3 additional months to recover forgotten material.
LESSON BOOKS: Lesson books are not included in tuition. I will provide the appropriate materials for purchase. For 5-year-old students I use the series Music for Little Mozarts. For students 6 years of age and older I use the Bastien New Traditions Piano Series. To compliment these materials, I incorporate a popular repertoire book at all levels, and beginning at Level 2, an anthology of classical repertoire.
RECITAL: Students are encouraged to participate in the annual recital held in the fall. 



YOUR PIANO: An acoustic piano, tuned regularly, is ideal. However, a full-sized digital piano (88 keys) is also acceptable. With this option the keys must be weighted and touch-sensitive. 
AT HOME PRACTICE:  Practice is essential and is a MUST – it should be taken as seriously as school homework. It is important to practice the day after a lesson while the topics are still fresh in the memory. To practice daily would be ideal, however, being aware that students today are involved in a great many activities - then four times a week is a good target. 
For each practice session, it should take at least 20-30 minutes to work on the assigned material, dependent upon the child’s level. Parental guidance is helpful to be sure the student concentrates on the specific assigned materials, rather than simply watching the clock. If the student is habitually unprepared for lesson, the instructor reserves the right to discontinue instruction. 
THE LESSON ENVIRONMENT: It is crucial for the students learning process that your home is as distraction free as possible. While this may not always be 100% possible, please make every effort to have, for example, the TV and other music turned off, no loud conversations in adjacent rooms, and to have none of your child’s friends visiting during lesson time. 
HOME TEMPERATURE: It is important to have your home set at a comfortable temperature. It is difficult to work, teach, and learn in extreme and uncomfortable temperatures. Suggested temperature settings for summer would be between 68°- 73°F, and between 68°- 73° in winter. 
PETS: We all love our pets; they are part of our families. However, some pets (specifically dogs) do not take well to visitors in their home. If your dog is violent or vicious towards me in any fashion, I will not enter your home. To ensure my safety we will need to move to an online platform or to the King of Prussia studio. If neither are feasible, I reserve the right to discontinue instruction. 
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